the period after 1882, after the beginning of a modern, scientific understanding of the illness, and see the contradictions, continuities, and problems raised by this new "science" of illness. The parallels will be indeed to AIDS but also to the "new" tuberculosis, which comes to be associated in the 1990s with AIDS. Here the debates about control, about meaning, and about focus come to be the means of providing a sense of the recycling of the symbolic structures associated with illness at the close of the millennium.
In the present collection of essays, the focus is on the problems of representing illness. It does not deal with (autobiographical) narratives of illness or the idea that the practice of medicine itself is a discourse. In limiting the scope of this volume to "illness and cultural representation," we reveal the riches of the project. There are a number of different models for discussing the question of representing illness in culture, beginning with Ulrike Kistner's study of the problems of representation within medicine itself. In specific case studies from the turn of the century, Laura Otis looks at the idea of colonization and discovery in Conan Doyle; readers will also find here Edward Brinkley 
